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2017 Men and Women of
Distinction Awards
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The
Gathering
of
Women, Inc. 2017 Men
and Women of Distinction Awards Ceremony
kicked off an amazing afternoon this past Sunday.
The St. Petersburg
Country Club, located at
2000 Country Club Way
S, was filled with family
and well wishers who
came out to support the
achievements of this
year’s honorees.
Distinction
The

Awards are to honor individuals who have tirelessly given their time,
talent and expertise to
benefit the community.
These community heroes represent a broad
range of community activism that included
health, culture, public
service and business.
School Board Member Rene Flowers took
over the Mistress of Ceremonies duties with a
laugh and a smile. All
dressed in their Sundaygo-to-meeting clothes,
the audience enjoyed a
dance number from the

Flower Girls, an inspiration song by the group
Tribe and honoree Alex
Harris wowed the crowd
with his soulful voice
singing one of Sam
Cooke’s tunes “A change
is gonna come.”
As this year’s guest
speaker, Nikki GaskinCapehart, director of
Urban Affairs for the City
of St. Petersburg, praised
the honored guest for
being
“agents
of
change,” for “fighting the
good fight” and putting in
the hard work that is
needed to leave behind a
better community for our

youth.
“Because no matter
how many challenges we
have, and yes we have
many, we know we’re not
where we are supposed
to be, we are a long way
from where we want to
be, but we are not where
we used to be,” she said.
Gaskin-Capehart encouraged them all to not
get weary in the work
and reminded them that
the journey is the reward.
“Let’s be proud of the
collective impact that we
are having,” she said.
See AWARDS, page 4

A tree dedicated to the late Lew Williams
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This December will
mark the sixth year of
long-time educator Lew
Williams’ unexpected
death. Even though he
may be gone, his legacy
in the community continues on.
Saturday, April 15,
the
Environmental
Ownership committee
of the Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. planted a
“Learning Tree” on the
playground of Kidz
World Preschool and
Learning Center in his
honor.
“We felt the Lew
Williams Learning Tree

aligned with the target
imitative by promoting
healthy reading, school
readiness and overall
comprehension skills,”
said soror Delphinia
Davis, who stated the
committee promotes
high impact programs
that provide healthy environments and improve the quality of life
in the community.
Along with the tree,
benches and a plaque
were installed to make
the Learning Tree and
Literacy Area complete.
A retired principal
and school superintendent, Williams was
elected to the Pinellas
County School board at
the same time Terry
Krassner, his former
student, was elected. A
staunch advocate for

L-R, Arthurene and Brandi Williams pose
with the ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha
early childhood education, he and his wife
Arthurene opened up
Kidz World Preschool
where the tree now
grows.
Arthurene
explained that a lot of
thought went into
choosing the right tree

to represent her husband. A lavender/purple crepe myrtle was
chosen because it is a
symbol of love and immortality. The color
purple was chosen because of his love for his
See TREE, page 6
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BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro
Women held their inaugural Black Pearls Young
Women’s Conference April
22 at John Hopkins Middle
School.
The event featured two
free workshops for female
youth ages 11 to 18 years
old. Certified Zumba® instructor and Gibbs High
School science teacher
Bahiyyah Sadiki got everyone in the spirit with an exercise
routine
accompanied by The O’Jays’ “Put Your Hands Together.”
Pinellas County School
Board member Rene Flowers lead the workshop “Living to Win InThe Skin I’m
In.”
“So if someone says
‘you think you’re all that,
what are you going to say,’”
inquired Flowers, in a selfimage building routine.
She joined in on the
girls’ response to model
how confident they should
sound when they say “Yes,
I’m all that and then some!”
Flowers shared with the
girls how African-American
actress Gabrielle Union
gives props to herself
every morning by reading
positive affirmations on
her wall and headboard.
Audrey “Pat” McGhee
of AP Designs moderated
the workshop “Fabulous ‘n’
The Skin You’re In.”
McGhee’s
presentation
further emphasized the
power and beauty of selfconfidence.
“Whenever I see a roadblock, I just hop right on it
See NCNW, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black youth
Dear Editor:
As many of you know,
there has been a push in
many areas of the
African-American community to mentor or to
get involved with innercity youth initiatives.
These initiatives all
have the aim of empowering and encouraging
black youth, at least in
terms of their mission
statement provided by
most of these programs.
Many African Americans
have volunteered their
time and personal resources for the betterment of youth in south St.
Petersburg and other
inner cities across the
country.
For whatever reason
one is motivated to reach
out to the black youth
with the sole purpose of
encouraging and nurturing the potential in these
young men and women, I
thank you all. The sacrifice and commitment by
these volunteers and civil
service persons can be
seen in the smiles of our
black youth. From the
“flip lady” to the school
teacher, your acts of kindness and words of wisdom continue to shape
the minds of these children.
residents
Many
would have to agree that

the allocation of public
funds for the purpose of
improving the desire for
education and personal
achievement in black
youth is well worth the
sacrifice. In many cases,
however, the funds are
given freely with no stipulations as to the oversight of the funding.
In spite of all the attention and apparent
concern many organizations give to inner-city
youth, the literacy rate
among black children is
lower compared to other
ethnic groups. The
dropout rate for black
youth also remains
higher than whites, but
lower when compared to
Hispanics, according to
other studies.
The tax money allotted these social organizations that claim to
improve the lives and
well being of black youth
are enormous. Locally,
there has been millions
of tax dollars allocated to
organizations like First
Tee of Pinellas who state
that their mission is to
improve the lives of
African- American youth
through golf.
The fact is, often the
tax money is given freely,
meaning that there is no
requirement for the organization to substantiate

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

the achievements of
black youth affiliated
with the organization. In
other words, how many
black honor students are
involved in these programs? How many black
high school and college
graduates are affiliated
with the programs? Are
these programs working
for black youth?
These and some
questions that come to
taxpayers’ minds when
organizations cite the
case for receiving millions of tax dollars is to
continue to improve the
education and social wellbeing of African-American youth.
According to local reports, the black male
graduation rate in Pinellas County is among the
lowest in Florida, so why
are these programs receiving millions of our
tax dollars?
Chico Cromartie

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

The only one
Have you ever been “the only one”
in a place—-the only woman, the only
black, the only Generation X-er, the
only black woman who is a Generation
X-er? Inhale. Exhale. Move on.
Do you know the feeling of working and being told that you are only
there because a quota needed to be
met? Inhale. Exhale. Move on.
Have you ever overheard your supervisor complain about hiring women
because women take too many days
off to care for children she has yet to
bore? Inhale. Exhale. Move on.
Have you been told that you sound
“so articulate?” Have you ever wanted
to address these “concerns” but chose
instead to inhale, exhale and move
on?
In 1972, the United Negro College
Fund launched a campaign to assist
minority students to graduate from colleges and universities. Its indelible slogan was, “A mind is a terrible thing to
waste.” Across the country, little black
and brown children were routinely told
education is the way out. Such messaging held particular importance to
little girls whose parents saw possibility in women like Mrs. Shirley Anita St.
Hill Chisholm.
Notably, in 1968 Mrs. Chisholm became the first black woman elected to
the United States Congress. In 1972,
she again made history by becoming
the first black candidate for a major
party’s nomination for President of the
United States, as well as, the first
woman to run for the Democratic
Party’s presidential nomination.
Across the country, little girls were
encouraged to be anything they
dreamt. After all, Mrs. Chisholm rep-

resented strength. She represented
hope. She represented them.
Somewhere in the midst of the
dream, yet residing in its pursuit, lives
the reality of being “the only one,” one
of “a few,” and sometimes “the first.”
Little girls with black and brown skin
would soon become women and along
her journey, it would become imperative for her to successfully maneuver
in a world that says “you are less than”
because you are female and because
you are non-white.
It is not a popular conversation, yet
comments about quotas and motherhood and articulation will serve as
coded language to indicate her “place.”
Within herself, she will need to learn
how to reject these “messages,” even
when they are subtly endorsed within
her community. Inhale-exhale and
move on.
Remembering her innocence, she
will need to defy the odds known by
her parents and grandparents many
years ago when she first said, “I want
to be a ....” Time teaches her that the
celebrations she once thought was in
her honor were actually a celebration
of achievement much greater than
her.
A woman, not white, being “the
only one,” one of “a few” and sometimes “the first” has a price that is not
always understood. Making the sacrifice for its rewards is necessary. After
all, her presence is needed to diversify
spaces. Parents are watching. Little
girls are dreaming. Thus, the pursuit
continues.
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Praise the Lord Saints
Before I get into the meat of the lesson I want to pose a question, why is it
that people are so dead set on stating that
Mary Magdalene delivered the “first
gospel” message?
Matthew 28: 10 (ESV) Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and
tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and
there they will see me.”
Mark 16:7 But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going before you to
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you.”
Sounds like they, not just Mary, they
were instructed to deliver a message as
you would an errand messager, not the
gospel.
14 Afterward he appeared to the
eleven themselves as they were reclining
at table, and he rebuked them for their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because
they had not believed those who saw him
after he had risen. 15 And he said to
them, “Go into all the world and proclaim
the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be
saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned.
This is the commandment, commission given to the eleven, proclaim the
gospel.
Stop it with the twisting of the Word
of God just to suit your own beliefs and
wants versus what He said.
I could go deeper but its not necessary.
A DEPARTURE OF A DEPARTURE
FROM SOUND DOCTRINE
What is new from the pulpit has become more important than expositional
teaching on what God has written. Because of this emphasis, many do not
know how to identify error, nor have a
clue on what to do about it. Because of
this lack of conveying doctrine to the assembly, we also find people that believe
they can be Christian without the confines of doctrine. They like the moral
teaching and higher ethics Jesus offers,
they will emulate Jesus but they do not
find it necessary to do it by the book.
Jesus becomes their mentor and helps
reinforce their views of what they think
is right in life.
Paul wrote to young Timothy who
was trained in the Jewish Scriptures
since his youth. 2 Timothy 4:3-5: “For the
time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up for themselves
teachers; and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside
to fables. But you be watchful in all
things, endure afflictions, do the work of
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an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
Paul spoke prophetically bout that
that “time” which should be apparent to
all has come. They “will not endure
sound doctrine.” They will NOT put up
with those who teach correctly. Why? Because they have a need to scratch their
ears with something new (like the Greek
philosophers on Mars Hill). They intentionally turn from hearing the truth and
appoint teachers that will speak (scratch)
to what their itch (desire) dictates.
Some in the Church that have been
persuaded not to sit under sound Bible
teaching that will awaken them. More
pulpit time is devoted to storytelling,
jokes and illustrations (stories- fables and
myths) than the exposition of the word.
The sheep’s diet consists more of entertainment, with music, skits and dances
with sermons that are like drinking
warm milk that will only help them go to
sleep.
But didn’t Jesus teach numerous of
stories? Jesus only started to speak stories and parables because the nation of
Israel rejected him as the Messiah. He
did not start off his ministry with stories
but with explaining the meaning of the
Scripture from which they had strayed
from. He often stated “have you not
read,” “it is written,” “For I say to you,”
etc. Once Israel’s leadership had blasphemed the Holy Spirit Jesus would almost always have a parable to
accompany His teaching. It was not a
good thing but a judgment in which He
hid the spiritual meaning of the story
from those who did not have ears to hear
and made it more clear to those who
were following the truth.
Of course Bible verses are still used
in these sermons (mostly principles), but
these are an added content to a message
that is not based on or out of the Scripture. This changes the whole substance
of the message. The more alienated we
are to Scripture teaching of verse upon
verse the more we become susceptible
to trends. We wait for the newest idea,
the newest method that will help enhance our spirituality. We are convinced
what worked before does not work for
today. We need something different,
fresh for our times; the people, fashions
and culture have changed. New books,
new seminars on the newest concepts.
We are excited thinking where is God
taking the church. The fact is, it is not
God taking us anywhere, He has been
pointing to where He has always been
and where He wants us to be, in the
WORD.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Testing the text!

Cultures of complacency

BY DEXTER MCCREE

Dear Editor:
The series of events
that have evolved over the
last week at Campbell
Park Elementary should
serve as an opportunity for
all Pinellas County School
Board members, Pinellas
County School Superintendent Dr. Michael
Grego, clergy, the NAACP
and any other organizations who profess to care
about our community to
push the pause button.
While on pause, they
all need to do some self-reflection and ask: “What
have I done, or not done,
in my role as a leader to
help create a culture in St.
Petersburg where a principal of one of our most
challenged schools with a
majority of African-American students would direct
her staff to ensure that
‘white children’ were kept
together?”
The inference being
that you do whatever you
need to do with the black
children, the Hispanic
children and the Asian
children, but the goal is to
ensure the white children
are kept together. Many
have tried to interject
themselves in Mrs. Hoffman’s thought process
without much success. Dr.
Grego and Area Superintendent Pat Wright even
seemed lost for words
when attempting to explain their employee’s
thought process.
This Letter to the Editor is not about Mrs. Hoffman! This letter is about
us, the leaders of this community!
In a March 2012 article titled “Employment
Screening and a Culture
of Complacency,” author
Michael Gaul explores the

Feature Writer

What an experience entering into the texting
world and the minds of
those who frequently reside in this mental gated
community of smartphones and tablets. Recently I was invited to the
exclusive text neighborhood and youthful security
granted me access with an
escort service of high
school students.
The privilege of sitting
with a group of students
who allowed me to read a
series of their text conversations as a part of research to discuss the
popular text-world I found
to be quite fascinating although I might say that
some of it seemingly had
little real substance.
But who am I to judge?
Just don’t judge me!
What did I learn being
a student to the students in
an impromptu class of
Text-ology? Well, I learned
that in student texting, the
subject matter is as varied
as the day is long. I
searched for a consistent
pattern of texting, only to
learn that there isn’t a hard
rule on what and how to
text.
Each group of texters
speaks the language of
their individual acquaintance group with their own
understanding of the code.
I learned that student texting is a series of acronyms
and jump conversations
that make timely responding vitally important.
When you text, what
you say depends on who
you talking to,” said Don
Quan Ware. “Of course, if
you are vibing with a girl,
that’s going to be different
than if you are talking to

your parents. More than
likely, when you’re talking
to your parents, you’re trying to get something or go
somewhere.”
Oh, so I see! I need to
tighten up on my text vocabulary game.
Text conversation: By
now & Tbh, Ima lil Aggy &
Smh at all this stuff that
Idk. Wanna bounce ttyl.
Interpretation: By now,
and to be honest, I am a little aggravated and shaking
my head at all this stuff
that I don’t know. I just
want to leave. Talk to you
later.
Whew! This texting
thing is a real test. I understand that there are effects
aside from a headache trying to figure out the verbiage.
By now, you’ve probably heard the bad news
about “text neck,” a medical condition caused by
the downward angle we
hold our heads at while
texting, emailing and otherwise using our smartphones.
According to an article
published November 20,
2014, by Gabrielle Moss, “5
Worrying Ways Texting
Affects Your Health, Your
Relationships, and Your
Brain,” texting can strain
your back, hurt your eyes,
relationships, impact teen
brain development and
shorten your life expectancy.
Doctors are finding
that poor posture due to
texting can cause muscle
strain, headaches, depression, constipation and even
heart disease. Texting can
also cause eye dryness,
strain and blurry vision
due to spending hours staring at a screen.
A 2010 Canadian study

on the link between texting
and adolescent brain development found that teens
that used smartphones frequently performed worse
on tests, measuring memory and attention span
than teens that used their
phones less often.
A 2014 study by the
U.K. Chiropractic Association found that the traditional hunched posture we
assume while texting can
put pressure on our internal organs and prevent us
from taking a full breath. It
can also possibly lead to
hyperkyphosis, a curvature of the spine.
Wow, the text world.
With evidence of dangers
and complications associated with texting, it poses
the question, “Is texting
worth its weight in gold?”
It just depends on who
you ask. For the minds of
those who frequently reside in this mental gated
community of smartphones and tablets, not
only is it worth it, it’s an absolute necessity. Oh nvm
(never mind)!

impact of the Deepwater
Horizon drilling rig where
11 lives were lost and four
million barrels of oil
spilled into the ocean, an
event that he ties directly
to complacency.
He goes on to identify
complacency as a dangerous culture that extends to
many major corporations
and even public institutions such as schools.
While the results of complacency may not be as
immediate and as evident
as the BP oil spills, the
long term protracted impact on black students is
just as horrific and some
will argue even more so
than the devastating impact of the oil spill.
Gaul states that when
these catastrophic incidents happen, the tendency for those looking
from the outside in is a
typically: “Glad I am not
with that organization.”
We simply see the problem as someone else’s and
totally dismiss the experience as an opportunity to
learn from someone else’s
mistakes.
One of Gaul solutions
to ending cultures of complacencies is by conducting employee screenings.
His belief, and I concur, is
by hiring the right people
on the front end, you
lessen the organization’s
risks. In the case of
schools, you increase the
number of children from
all races chances of academic success.
The Pinellas County
School board must step
up its game to ensure they
have policies that ensure
the district is hiring the
right people to educate
our children as well as
those who will lead these

educators.
In the field of education, the right person
charged with the responsibility of teaching our
children or leading those
that educate our children,
must have a very fundamental belief that all children in spite economic,
social, ethnic, race or zip
code have the right to be
loved and the right to
learn.
Taking that concept
and making it into policy
is the first step among
many to the Pinellas
County School District
ending its culture of complacency.
The first step for the
community’s role in ending the cycle of complacency within the Pinellas
County School District
needs to come from our
willingness to educate
ourselves on school board
candidates’ track records
and then work to diligently to elect those who
have the skills and desire
to establish sound educational policies. We must
have the collective discernment to sniff out
those who genuinely love
seeing all children excel
academically.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2017 Men and Women of Distinction Awards
AWARDS, from front page

“We all have a role to play.”
Each year, candidates
for the Distinction Awards
undergo a strict review
process that starts in the
previous year. To evaluate
the nominations, a selection committee gauges all
names within the context
of community involvement, leadership, commitment, a concern for
humanity and having an
enduring and meaningful
impact.
Each year, the Roger
and Renee Ambrose Education Scholarships are
presented to five local
youths who are eager to
make a difference in the
community. This year’s
awardees were Jada Guzman (Florida State University), Khalil Harris (third
year at Florida A&M University), Kayla Mond
(Pinellas Technical College), Kristofer King (undecided) and Alexander
King (St. Leo University).
Alex Harris
Alex Harris is an accomplished award-winning
national and international
recording
artist,
cofounder and CEO of Arts
Conservatory for Teens
and a part-time faculty
member at the University
of South Florida, St. Petersburg.
Harris has accomplished much notoriety,
awards and accolades from
both the entertainment industry and in academia.
When not performing or
speaking, he devotes his
time to giving back to communities. He has served
with his organization thousands of youths and families across the United
States, Canada, South
Korea,
Jamaica
and
Bermuda.

He has been in the
music entertainment and
theater industries for more
than 15 years. In addition
to his professional career
as an entertainer and philanthropist, Harris has developed his academic
talents, completing his
studies at Christian Way
Academy in Manchester,
Ga., Bachelors of Arts degree
in
Human
Services/Social Work and
Psychology at LaGrange
College in LaGrange, Ga.,
a Master of Social Work
and Masters of Theological Studies from Boston
University, extended graduate studies in Adolescent
Counseling at Harvard
University and doctorate
studies in Organizational
Leadership at Nova Southeastern University.

Alex Harris
In addition to the thousands of youth Harris has
already served and the
many accolades, awards,
fellowships and recognitions he has collected, he
still has a burning desire
and passion to reach out to
more people through the
many gifts and talents he
has.
He speaks and facilitates seminars and workshops at various schools,
colleges/universities, community and faith-based

functions, inspiring each
individual to discover and
uncover his or her hidden
gifts and talents – improving the “self” for a better
today and tomorrow.
Alex Harris received
the Arts, Culture & Heritage Awards
Mary Ann Young
Mary Ann Young is a
widow and the mother of
two sons. The oldest of
seven children and a native
Floridian, she has always
had a passion for health
and wellness related issues.
• Retired nurse from
active duty
• Currently employed
as interim executive director/center director at Willa
Carson Health and Wellness Center in Clearwater
• Vice president of the
Clearwater/Largo Chapter
of the National Black
Nurses Association
• Honored by Cambridge Who’s Who registry
of
executives,
professionals and entrepreneurs in 2008-09
• Attended Moffitt
Cancer Center’s Train-theTrainer program for certification as a breast and
cervical cancer awareness
educator
• Former tutor in reading for a basic learning
skills program

Mary Ann Young

• Very active in her
church while holding several leadership positions
• Favorite scripture:
Ephesians 3:20
• Very active in the
community doing health
awareness workshops for
various agencies and
church groups
Mary Ann Young received the Health &
Awareness Award.
Joanna Grace Miller
Joanna Grace Miller is
15 years old and in 10th
grade at Gibbs High
School where she is enrolled in the Pinellas
County Center for the Arts
(PCCA) as a dance major.
She has been dancing
since age nine and performed ballet, tap, modern
and belly dance. Miller
was awarded scholarships
to attend a dance intensive
in Lakeland during the
summers of 2016 and
2017.
The PCCA dance program is very rigorous.
There are mandatory
after-school rehearsals
plus students are required
to complete 60 hours each
semester in other arts
areas such as attending
concerts, plays and visual
art displays.
Even with this schedule, Miller is consistently
on the honor roll and is in
honors classes. She was recently recognized by St.
Petersburg College for the
Dr. Mac J. Williams, Sr.
Salute to Academic Excellence Award.
Miller has been involved with Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. youth auxiliary since age five, participating
in
leadership
training and community
service. Her volunteer activities include collecting

donations for the Ronald
McDonald House, assisting participants in the St.
Anthony’s Triathlon, distributing NAACP social
justice information during
the Dr. Martin Luther King
parade, walking to raise
money for March of Dimes
March4Babies and helping
build a community garden
in Jordan Park.
She attends Pinellas
Community Church and is
actively involved in the
teen ministry. As a member of the LiveFree! Coalition, she worked with
other teens to create
media campaigns and activities designed to raise
awareness about the dangers of underage drinking.

determination has its rewards.
Education:
• Sophomore at Lakewood High School with a
3.7 GPA
• Was a freshman at
The Boca Ciega High
School
Extra Curricula Activities:

Jalen Alexander
Nelson White

Joanna Grace Miller
The
daughter
of
Daphne Lampley and Algene Miller, Sr. and big sister to Jonathan, she would
like a career that includes
helping others.
Joanna Grace Miller received the Young Woman
of Distinction Award.
Jalen Alexander Nelson White
Jalen Alexander Nelson White is the son of
David and Ann ShermanWhite. He has three siblings David Jr., Niaya and
Adrian. He is an exceptional young man that has
proven that hard work and

• The AKAdemy
Pathfinder’s Program
• Pinellas County
Commissioner’s Youth Advisory Board
• MLK Day of Service
Project Manager for LHS
Basketball Team Activity
• NAACP Youth Works
Advisory member
• The Each One Teach
One Nike sponsored, nationally recognized AAU
Basketball Team member
• Lakewood High
School Multi Cultural Club
Awards and Acknowledgments
• The Inaugural Vyrle
Davis Student Achievement Award recipient
• The SPC Dr. Mac J.
Williams, Sr. Academic Excellence Award
•
All-Conference
PCAC-Second Team
• Pangos All-American
2017
Educational Goals
• Receive a Division I
See AWARDS, page 8

Does Your
Sprinkler
System
Need A
Check Up?
Is your sprinkler system watering as efficiently as it can?
The city is offering a free check-up to customers!
Participants in the program will receive at NO CHARGE:
• Complete sprinkler system evaluation
• Installation of a rain sensor device if one does not exist
• Suggestions that may help you save water and money

TO BE ELIGIBLE, you must be a city of St. Petersburg
water customer, and your property must:
1. Have an operating in-ground sprinkler system with timer
2. Irrigate with drinking (potable), reclaimed, or well water

APPLY NOW! SensibleSprinkling@stpete.org
CALL 727-551-3177 FOR AN APPLICATION

Limited time offer. Restrictions may apply. Installation of suggested
modifications not included in this offer. Partial funding provided by
the Southwest Florida Water Management District.
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Can we grow our own healthy foods?
Dear Editor:
The City of St. Petersburg last Monday, April 17
at the Enoch Davis Center
conducted a workshop on a
community gardens initiative to gather input from
urban agriculture stakeholders and community
residents.
The city will be offering
six vacant land parcels to be
transformed into community gardens as an extension to address healthy
foods access and a way to
grow a variety of vegetables, fruit and flower agricultural crops year round
directly behind the Enoch
Davis Center in the Thirteen Street Heights Neighborhood.
The Community Gardens Initiative outlined in
the South St. Petersburg
Community Redevelopment Plan calls for the development of community
gardens on vacant cityowned lots to beautify and
improve the quality of life in
neighborhoods.
Many who attended last
week’s community garden
workshop felt that it requires a fair amount of upfront capital costs to
convert vacant land into
suitable gardens to grow
healthy plants and foods. It
was recommended to the
city to incorporate into the
upcoming request for proposals (RFP) that the municipal government will
consider providing a water
source, lighting, security
fencing at the site, soil testing, free mulch, soil builder
and sea grass.
The city will probably
release the RFP sometime
in June with a selection of
respondent(s) in September. They were also encouraged by the workshop

South St. Pete youths preparing the garden bed and planting.
participants to consider
providing a grant to successful respondent(s) for
some operational and maintenance support since there
is not a lot of funding to support community gardens in
the CRA and citywide.
While the city did some
outreach to the community
through door hangers, it
was noted that very few
Thirteen Street Heights
residents attended the
workshop. The city will require in the RFP that respondents must show
community participation
and support for their proposed community garden.
It was also mentioned
that if the city wants to create a community garden initiative model to be
replicated throughout the
South St. Petersburg CRA,
they should look at the
Green Thumb initiative in
the New York City Parks &
Recreation Department,
which provides annual pub-

lic grants to community
groups, a Green Thumb
toolkit, an informative garden newsletter that outlines
a series of technical and
funding sources to aid community groups in the development, management and
maintenance of more than
2,500 community gardens
citywide.
I call upon the residents
and members of each
neighborhood association
in the South St. Petersburg
CRA to actively identify and
select at least one vacant
city-owned lot to be developed into a community garden by youth, seniors and
family residents in those respective areas.
I think that with the
support of the master gardener and SNAP-ED Programs at the University of
Florida Pinellas County Extension Service, urban agricultural organizations and
public/ private funding
sources, community gar-

den and healthy affordable
foods nutrition initiatives
can start sprouting up in
neighborhoods and improve the health outcomes
for the general public, especially for lower income children and family residents
throughout the South St.
Pete CRA.
Growing your own
fresh healthy foods in
backyard and community
gardens is one direct way
to improve the health and
wellness of your child and
family, beautify the neighborhood, improve the
quality of life and bring
the entire neighborhood
together.
For more information
on developing a community
garden and growing your
own healthy affordable
foods, please call Assisted
Living Community Gardens, Inc. at (727) 258-7093.
Coy M. LaSister, executive director, Assisted Living
Community Gardens, Inc.

Gibbs High alum
appointed to
Hillsborough Land
Use Appeals board
TAMPA – The Hillsborough County Board of
County Commissioners
has appointed Real Estate
and Foreclosure Attorney
Wilhelmina Blossom Curtis as the new land use
hearing officer on special
use permits for the Hillsborough County Land Use
Appeals Board. This board
hears appeals of decisions
and variances from zoning
regulations.
Blossom Curtis is a
sole practitioner in real estate/ foreclosure mediation, construction and
family law principally in the
Tampa Bay area. She arrived at her specialties
from her family’s threegeneration background in
construction and real estate. She also credits her
father, the late Rev. Marcus
Blossom who pastored
New Hope Baptist Church,
for teaching strict ethics.
She is a former past appointee to the Tampa Bay
Regional Planning Council, vice president of the
well-known construction

CONNECT
WITH US!

Wilhelmina Blossom
Curtis
and engineering firm Curtoom Companies, Inc. and
a past employee in the Eminent Domain section of
the Office of State Attorney Bob Butterworth.
Curtis is a graduate of
Gibbs Senior High School,
Florida State University
and Florida Coastal School
of Law. She is a veteran of
the U.S. Air Force having
served throughout Europe.
Congratulations from
The Weekly Challenger.
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Lew Williams: The heart of Kidz World
TREE, from front page

fraternity, Omega Psi Phi.
“With each green leaf
and each purple blossom,
Lew will continue to live
through his legacy, never
to be forgotten,” said
Arthurene.
School Board member
Rene
Flowers
said
Williams did not take education lightly. Opening
Kidz World was a decision
he and his wife made to
help reach children early
on in their educational career so that when they
matriculated through the
public school system, they
would truly be ready.

brother
Fraternity
Ivan
Tucker
called
Williams a bridge building
and encouraged everyone
to carry on the work he
started, while his cousin
Watson Haynes compared
him to an oak that “always
stood strong and never
wavered in his commitment.”
The Learning Tree
and Literacy Area will
serve as a functioning reminder
of
Williams’
legacy, dedication and passion for all children and
their education.
Etched pavers will

soon bear the names of
organizations and individuals who made the literacy area possible by their
monetary contributions:
Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Dr. Barbara Hires, Justin, Megan
and Jai Hires, Watson
Haynes, Vicky Portell,
White Magnolia’s Nursery, Inc., Brandi, Brandon and Arthurene
Williams.
If you’d like to donate
to the literacy area,
please call Kidz World at
(727) 322-6316.

Tribute

From a loving wife Happy Birthday. You spent your birthday in heaven above, my blessings I send on the wings of this dove. Not just
for today but everyday hereof. I think of you always with all my love. Always loved, and forever missed. – Ellen

From a loving sonCongratulations on your birthday, Dad. I would love you to be together with us to make us laugh as always. All my
life I will remember you with much love because you were a great father. I love you! – Will
Once again we would like to send a special thank you to family, friends and Gibbs High School Class of 63 and 64.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Love Yourself, Respect Yourself
NCNW from front page

and keep right on going
because I refuse to let
anybody tell me that I
can’t do it or I can’t make
it,” said McGhee.
In addition to the female youth workshops,
the conference featured
three adult workshops for
both men and women:
“Living ‘N’ the Skin You’re
In,” “Celebrating The
Skin I’m In” and “Travel
Lightly.” Workshop speak-

ers included Lola Blevins,
Rev. Pearl Snell and Lucy
Williams.
Outreach Lead
Advocate for Community
Action
Stops
Abuse
(CASA) Blevins shared in
the adult workshop her
role in working with both
parents and children in an
abusive situation, and
how what she does
evolves into different levels of bonding.

“Moms are seeing me
as a support for their
child, and the children are
seeing me like a grandma
or auntie, and now we’re
becoming close,” said
Blevins.
Blevins stated that she
encourages parents to
work closely with their
child’s teacher because
students bond with their
teachers.
She also agreed with

one of the adults who said
that the young people are
being exposed to more
troublesome scenarios at
a younger age due to realtime media and the music
they listen to.
“The kids are not getting pregnant at 1 or 1:30
in the morning, they’re
getting pregnant between
4:30 and 6 p.m. when their
mom is working to meet
family needs,” she said.

Discussions on this
theme surfaced again
multiple times while
Dropout Prevention Supervisor Althea Hudson
was moderating discussions.
Just before activities
concluded,
McGhee
asked the girls to line up
on one side of the auditorium and allowed each
girl to strut her stuff
across the front to affirm

that they are somebody
and will become an even
greater somebody in the
future.
For more information
about the Black Pearls
and the National Council
of Negro Women,
Contact Sandra Gibson at (585) 509-9090.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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AWARDS, from page 4

Athletic scholarship that
will compensate a degree
in English and a minor in
African-American studies.
• Obtain an MBA and
a law degree
• Secure a doctorate in
higher education
Career Objective
After completing a career in professional basketball, he wants to become
either a circuit court judge,
accept a position as a college coach or professor or
pursue a career in politics.
Jalen Alexander Nelson White received the
Young Man of Distinction
Award
Joseph Bryant
Joseph Bryant is the
youngest of eight children
born to the union of James
and Katherleen Bryant. A
native of St. Pete, he is a
product of the Pinellas
County School system,
graduating from Gibbs
High School in 1972.
Bryant was raised in a
Christian home, as his father was a pastor and his
mother a missionary. His
parents saw the need to
share in the lives with foster children while raising
their three youngest children.
Coming from a family
of individuals in the ministry, Bryant continues in
the principles he witnessed
throughout his life that
was exemplified by his parents. He has a passion for
helping others and believes every child should
be afforded every opportunity to be successful.
He can find something
good in every person and
focus on that positive trait.

Joseph Bryant
Bryant is a giver, even
if it requires him to utilize
personal resources. He
mentors adults, young
adults as well as children.
He has worked as a job
placement counselor and
career trainer for Juvenile
Services Program and has
served as a past president
for the local YPWW Union
for the Churches of God in
Christ in the St. Petersburg area during the
1980s.
Bryant
currently
serves youth pastor at
Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ where he coordinates services for the
youth department.
A husband, father and
grandfather,
Bryant
learned his work ethic
early in life, acknowledging his father as his mentor. He began working
alongside his father at the
age of nine or ten doing
yard work, concrete, asphalt and site development.
He continues to use
those principles as the
owner of his own businesses. He is a multifaceted
jeweler,
videographer,
drummer, a smoked food
expert, heavy equipment
operator, surveyor, civil engineer, paver installer, landscaper,
asphalt
and
concrete installer and asphalt seal coater, just to
name a few trades he exhibits.
Bryant loves interacting with others. It doesn’t
matter if he just met you or
has known you for years.
He is a true people person.
He truly believes it takes a
village to raise a child regardless of race, creed,
color or economic status.
Joseph Bryant received
the Humanitarian Award.
Debbie Struk
To say that Debbie
Struk loves books is a

huge understatement. She
is passionate about books
and dedicated to getting
them into the hands of children who do not have a single book to call their own.
Struk moved to Florida
by way of Yugoslavia and
Brazil in 1984. When her
son started kindergarten
in 1986, she began volunteering and soon was
working at St. Cecelia Interparochial School in
Clearwater. She spent the
next 20 years there in the
school library where she
discovered her passion for
children’s books.
She currently works in
Youth Services at the Tarpon Springs Public Library, where her love of
getting children excited
about reading continues.

Debbie Struk
Struk has been a member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs
(GFWC) North Pinellas
for more than a decade.
The club is a 126-year-old
international organization
and is one of the largest
community service organizations in the world with
100,000 members. GFWC
members dedicate themselves to community improvement by enhancing
the lives of others through
volunteer service.
Struk has served her
local GFWC club as its
president and has also
served on the state-level
board. She has worked
with the GFWC Juniorettes for the past 10
years getting high school
aged girls exposed to a volunteer experience and involved in a positive way in
the community.
She currently serves as
the lead advisor to the
GFWC Clearwater Juniorettes Club and is also a
member of the state level
advisory board for all Juniorette clubs in the state
of Florida. In 2010, she was
honored by a civic group
as Mrs. Countryside, a
recognition given annually
since 1977 to one woman
who has made outstanding
contributions to the community in this North Pinellas area.
In 2004, Struk found
her philanthropic calling
and the Book Fairy Project
that has become synonymous with her throughout
the Tampa Bay area.
GFWC is no stranger to
books, having started 75
percent of the nation’s first
libraries. The goal of the
Book Fairy Project was to
recycle gently used books
back into the community.
Over the 12 years,
30,000 books and counting
have been distributed.
Books are donated and
supplied everywhere children gather in the community. Special efforts are
made to provide Spanish
language books and also to
find books representing
various ethnicities.
Beyond the Book Fairy
Project, Struk has also
made great efforts to increase domestic violence
awareness throughout the
state of Florida. She served
as GFWC Florida Domestic Violence Awareness
and Prevention Chair in
2012-14 and co-chair in
2014-16.
She advocated for Teen
Dating 101 programs at
the high school level to
help teens understand
good and bad dating patterns. She encouraged
clubs to support the Pinwheels for Prevention of

Child Abuse program, a
fundraising project that
supports Prevent Child
Abuse America.
Debbie Struk received
the Community Activist &
Leadership Award.
Jabaar Edmonds
“Working with many
community leaders to improve the lives of inner-city
youth and their families
has made being a community organizer my first passion along with filmmaking
and graphic arts,” said
Jabaar Edmonds
Getting information to
grassroots organizations
that will help them rise up
out of their current situation is a top priority for Edmonds, and it is evident
through his community involvement.
He currently works for
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) as
an organizer. SEIU is a
statewide
community
union empowering working families to fight for economic and racial justice,
immigration reform and
healthcare for all.
You will find Edmonds
in the midst of any meeting
or opportunity to get information that will empower
grassroots organizations
and change individual lives
in communities. A few of
his focuses has been voter
registration, youth jobs
projects and community
outreach. He is also a consultant and advisor for
grassroots projects, events
and movements.
His work and contributions include, but is not
limited to, the NAACP,
SCLC, USF St. Pete, Gathering of Women, vice president of Childs Park
Neighborhood Association, board member of
Pinellas
Opportunity
Council, Dream Defenders, St. Pete for Justice,
20/20 Plan and many others.
He is a contributor to
The Weekly Challenger and
St. Pete Bulletin newspapers, and independent filmmaker with 909films,
magazine publisher and
founder of 1Lovemagazine,
program director/executive
producer of Hard Hitting
Radio.

Jabaar Edmonds
An urban media mogul,
Edmonds is a film and social media specialist and
was a major contributor to
the Sunshine City Film
Festival, which is one of
the premier film festivals
that highlight some of the
best independent filmmakers in the Tampa Bay area
and other parts of the
country.
Each January this festival looks to celebrate diversity and present the
amazing works of up and
coming filmmakers from
all over the Bay area and
beyond. Edmonds directed
the film “Art in the City,”
which tells the story of a
homeless war veteran who
suffers from post-traumatic
stress disorder.
In 2011, Edmonds and
Eric Alexander formed
909films and produced
“Dollaz” that opened in
2012 at Muvico in Tampa
to a packed house. That
film was followed by
“Dropz” that also opened
to a sell-out crowd.
Jabaar Edmonds received the Community
Building & Public Service
Award.
Delquanda Turner
Delquanda Turner has
been a dedicated professional for over 20 years

with expertise in leadership, management and
community organizing.
She is an advocate for
healthy, stronger communities and services for families and has convened
providers to be more educated in efforts to avoid duplication and leverage
resources.
She currently serves as
the community engagement officer for the Foundation for a Healthy St.
Petersburg. Turner represents the foundation in
multiple capacities where
she holds the vital responsibility for developing and
maintaining external community relationships with a
focus on individuals, agencies, collectives, planning
bodies, municipalities and
corporations involved in
the broad range of social
determinants of health.

Delquanda Turner
She also presents the
foundation’s unique role to
the community as an accessible, responsive and as
a progressive leader in
population health to improve the health and well
being of south Pinellas residents.
Prior to, she served as
the community planning
manager at the Juvenile
Welfare Board for more
than nine years with the
primary responsibility of
leading her team to positive impact and community
change initiatives via community engagement, consultation,
planning,
mobilization and partnerships for Pinellas County
children and families.
Congruently,
she
served as the South
County liaison, growing
the Community Council’s
membership, attendance,
governance and being
known as a conduit of information and resource
awareness. Turner also
presented, trained and developed a tool to better
communicate to community resources.
She is a Take Stock in
Children group mentor
and serves on several
boards and committees
such as the Leadership St.
Petersburg Alumni Association, St. Petersburg
Chamber Diversity & Inclusiveness
Advisory
Board, Greater Tampa Bay
Area Black Child Development Institute, AFM
Tampa Bay Grants Committee and the COQEBS
School Readiness Committee.
Turner spent several
years in both in the not-forprofit and private industries. During that time she
developed an extensive
background in leadership,
training, customer service,
quality assurance and program development.
She holds a Master’s
Degree in Business Administration along with a
Bachelor’s Degree in International Business from
Eckerd College with certifications in human resources, leadership and
youth development. She is
a native of St. Petersburg,
a loving mother of two
boys and belongs to a
proud, supportive family.
Delquanda Turner received the Volunteer, Advocacy
&
Community
Leadership Award.
Albert Lee
President of the Tampa
Bay Black Business Investment Corporation (TBBBIC), Albert Lee knows
how financing and small
business works. With a

banking career that has
spanned more than 25
years, he’s been responsible for providing millions
of dollars in loan capital.
As an entrepreneur,
he’s been responsible for
generating revenue, managing people and expenses, making payroll,
managing multiple locations and finding capital. In
his current role as president & CEO of TBBBIC, a
U.S. Treasury-certified
Community Development
Financial Institution, Lee
continues to oversee the
flow of capital to small
companies and entrepreneurs.
As a business economics graduate from Florida
A&M University, Lee was
recruited into a bank training program and received
extensive training in commercial credit analysis, underwriting, commercial
lending, real estate lending, consumer lending and
retail bank management.
His experience as a banker
has included positions as
senior vice president, commercial loan manager, vice
president and senior business banker, vice president
and bank manager and
small business loan manager.
Lee is certified through
the University of South
Florida as a business analyst and community real
estate development professional. He’s received numerous certificates for
banking, finance and community development, has
owned and started two
businesses and served as a
consultant in numerous
business ventures.

Albert Lee
As such, he is a soughtafter business finance
speaker, panelist and consultant. Lee’s service extends
outside
his
profession having served
in many leadership positions on boards, advisory
groups and committees.
He has been involved
with or currently involved
in more than 13 civic or
professional organizations
and is the co-host of “Let’s
Talk About,” a popular
weekend talk show on
radio station WTMP
1150AM.
Albert Lee received the
Business & Innovation
Award.
Mike Deeson
Mike Deeson recently
retired as the senior investigative reporter for Channel 10 News where he
worked for 35 years. He
worked to expose people
who thought they were
above the law and who didn’t feel like they had to play
by the rules. He always
looked for politicians who
grabbed power and abused
the system.
He is an 11-time Emmy
award-winning reporter
and also had been awarded
the Silver Circle Lifetime
Achievement Award from
the Suncoast Chapter of
the National Academy of
Television Arts and Science, the Emmy parent organization. He was the first
journalist in the Tampa
Bay area to ever win this
award. In all, he has been
nominated for 40 Emmy
awards.
In 2015, the Society of
Professional Journalists
chose Deeson as the
Florida Journalist of the
Year, the first time a broadcast journalist had ever
been given this honor. He
is also a five-time winner of
the Green Eye Shade

Awards, the nation’s
largest and oldest regional
journalism contest.
He has won more than
50 awards from the Associated Press, United Press
International and the Society for Professional Journalists, including being
honored as the outstanding reporter in Florida
more than four times and
outstanding reporter in the
Southeast.
Deeson is a 1970 graduate of the University Of
Missouri School Of Journalism and began working
in broadcasting and journalism at the age of 17. In
2008, he went back to the

Mike Deeson
University of Missouri for
an intense course on computer assisted reporting
that was sponsored by the
Investigative Reporters
and Editors Association.
He is active in several
community events, for several years hosting the
Jerry Lewis Muscular Dystrophy Telethon in both
Norfolk and Tampa.
Deeson is a songwriter
and for 15 years was the regional coordinator for the
Nashville Songwriters Association International. His
song “Paradise Lost” for a
special on the BP Oil spill
was nominated for an
Emmy.
He wrote the title song
“Way Too Hot to Handle”
on Gene Garrett’s debut
album entitled “Way Too
Hot!” And has several
songs signed with publishers in Nashville and Los
Angeles.
Deeson has also written numerous songs that
have aired in news stories
including Lotto Fever,”
“Magic in the Air,” “Everyone’s Home for Christmas”
and “Got to Keep the Bucs
in Tampa Bay.” He wrote
several other songs in the
country, pop and children
category.
He and his wife Laurie
live in Tampa and have two
grown children and a
granddaughter.
Mike Deeson received
the Journalism and Communication Award.
Doris McDaniel-Pappas
Doris McDaniel-Pappas is a pharmacy technician instructor at Pinellas
Technical College (PTC),
where she has spent the
past 22.5 years.
Prior to teaching, she
spent 20 years working in
hospitals as a pharmacy
technician, including Moffitt Cancer Center. She has
been published in the
“Journal of Pharmacy
Technology” and currently
serves on their editing
board.

Doris McDanielPappas
McDaniel-Pappas
served as an item writer
for the national Pharmacy
Technician Certification
Board Exam. In addition,
she served on the American Society of Health-System Pharmacist Pharmacy
Technician
Advisory
Group and is a past recipient of the Florida Society of
Health-System Pharma-
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cist, Technician of the Year.
As a member of the
Florida Society of HealthSystem Pharmacists, McDaniel-Pappas has served
on the Education Council,
Legal Affairs Council,
served as the Technician
Division Chair and Technician co-chair.
She is a Florida native
of eight generations and is
an enrolled member of the
Lower Muskogee Creek
Tribe. McDaniel-Pappas
enjoys participating in her
traditional ceremonial customs.
Doris McDaniel-Pappas received the Education,
Training
&
Development Award.
Dr. Kevin Gordon
Dr. Kevin Gordon has
more than 29 years of educational experience that includes K-12 and Higher
Ed. He serves as St. Petersburg College’s provost
& CEO for the Downtown
and Midtown Centers, as
well as the Palladium Theater.
He serves on numerous community organizations, forums, and boards
that include:
• St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce
• The Suncoast Boys
and Girls Clubs
• Concerned Organization for quality Education for Black Students
(COQEBS)
• The Pinellas County
Urban League
• Healthy Foundation
for St. Petersburg
• St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership

Dr. Kevin Gordon
His community work
focuses on improving lives
through education and access to resources that will
provide economic empowerment and improve the
quality of life. Gordon has
received numerous awards
and honors that include
the 2016 Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Citizen of the
Year and being featured on
the cover of the February/
March 2014 Power Broker
magazine.
He graduated from
Florida State University
with a Bachelor’s in Economics, holds a Master’s in
Educational Leadership
from Nova Southeastern
University and a Doctorate
in Educational Leadership
from the University of
South Florida.
Kevin Gordon received
the Education, Training &
Development Award.
The Welch Family
Commissioner Ken-

neth Welch was elected to
the Pinellas Board of
County Commissioners in
2000, representing District
7. He was re-elected in
2004, 2008, 2012 and 2016.
He has focused on key issues that are vital to moving
the
community
forward, including jobs,
housing, youth services,
transportation, justice reform and community development.
Recently, Welch led the
effort to create the first
Pinellas Community Redevelopment Areas (CRAs)
focused on poverty reduction. The South St. Petersburg CRA is the first, and
will direct approximately
$60 million in county and
city funding to reduce
poverty over the next 30
years.
He also led the recently
adopted countywide Wage
Theft ordinance, the recently implemented increase in the minimum
wage for county employees to $12.50/hour and the
county’s $35 million local
investment in affordable
and workforce housing.
Welch is a third generation St. Petersburg native,
and a graduate of Lakewood High School, USF St.
Pete and Florida A&M
University.
Donna Welch is a native of St. Petersburg and a
graduate of Gibbs High
School. She began her
journey in working in
youth development immediately after graduating
from high school by signing up with the Big Bothers,
Big
Sisters
organization, mentoring
her first teen mom.
In 2008, she pursued
one of her life dreams and
launched My Daughter’s
Keeper of Tampa Bay Inc.,
a non-profit venture designed to aide young girls
in the transitional and developmental stages to become empowered and
powerful women in today’s
society, while being a support to parents and caregivers.
Continuing her passion
to serve others, she played
an integral role in the development and launching
of the Faith Based Literacy
and Technology Afterschool & Summer Enrichment Program in 2007,
designed to provide academic assistance and support to youth and families
in some of the rural com-

munities of south St. Petersburg, during out of
school time.
Donna has served as
the program director for
the past 10 years overseeing nine sites throughout
the county under the
James B Sanderlin Family
Center.
Kenneth and Donna
have two daughters,
Keonna, who graduated
from FAMU with a Bachelor’s of Science in Business
Administration,
and
Kenya, who is enrolled in
the culinary arts program
at Northeast High School.
The Welch family received the Family of the
Year Award.
Rev. William Graveley
William Graveley was
born in Springfield, Mass.,
to the late William T. and
Mary E.B. Graveley. After
his father retired from the
Air Force, the family
moved to St. Petersburg
where he attended Perkins
Elementary, Bay Point
Middle and graduated
from Lakewood High
School.

Rev. William Graveley
He continued his education at Florida A&M University,
majoring
in
economics. While in college, he entered the ministry, becoming a licensed
minister at Mount Zion
Primitive Baptist Church
of Quincy, Fla. He currently serves as assistant
pastor to Rev. Curtis L.
Long of New Faith Free
Methodist Church, where
has been for 20 years.
Graveley’s grandfather
introduced him to the
world of business at an
early age while working at
his business called Better
Way Cleaners. He made
hangers and performed
other odd jobs until he
learned every aspect.
While still in high school,
he ran the business when
his grandfather became
too old to continue on his
own.
The entrepreneur bug

The Welch Family

bit William again and he,
his brother Bryan and sister Harriet started BetterWay Catering Company
Graveley’s involvement
in politics started with a
member to the first campaign team to elect the late
Doug Tim Jamerson to the
Florida House of Representatives. Since that time
he has worked on countless political campaigns including, Rick Baker for
Mayor, Charlie Crist for
Governor and Congress,
Jamerson for State Senate,
James Hargrett for State
Senate, Al Gore for President, Kendrick Meek for
U.S. Senate.
Graveley has been an
educator with Pinellas
County Schools since 1992
where he has chosen to accept some of the most difficult assignments because
he saw the need to give
each kid a chance and try
to set an example for them
as to how to conduct themselves. His quest in education has been to develop
the character of the child
and get them ready for
learning. He currently
serves as a substitute
teacher.
He believes there is too
much division in the world
based on people’s differences. He seeks to bring
people together to celebrate our individual cultures and religions and
better understand each
other through open and
honest communication.
Rev. William Graveley
received the Spiritual &
Religion Award.
Trenia Cox
Trenia Cox is known as
much for her advocacy
roles as well as the multiple roles she has assumed
during her 19 years of
service at the Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB), a local
funding source to promote
the healthy development of
youth and families.
In her current role as
senior special projects coordinator, she is dedicated
to building the partnership
of the faith-based community with JWB through capacity building, technical
assistance and innovative
programming to better address the needs of at-risk
populations.
Cox earned a Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree
in Sociology from Western
Michigan University in
Kalamazoo, Mich. Also,
she is a graduate of Eckerd
College Leadership Development Institute (2013)
and Leadership Pinellas
(2003). For eight years,
Cox was an adjunct professor at St. Petersburg College in the Department of
Social and Behavioral Sciences.
She lends her time and
talent to a number of professional and community
endeavors. Currently, she
is chair of the United Way’s
Federal Emergency Management Community Advisory Committee, who is
charged with the disburse-

ment of local funds for
safety net services.
She was appointed by
the St. Petersburg’s City
Council to serve on the Social Services Allocation
Committee to address the
needs of the homeless population
and
recently
elected as chair. For JWB,
she is the lead staff member assigned to Family Oriented Concept Unified to
Serve (FOCUS), a network
of faith-based leaders and
social service providers for
technical assistance.

Trenia Cox
Additionally, she is
credited with four national
presentations to the Child
Welfare League of America, three presentations at
the National Faith-based
Symposium and the National Association of Planning Councils on the value
of social capitalism, community planning and faithbased engagement.
Her professionalism
and volunteerism have not
gone unnoticed. She was
recently recognized by the
Office of U.S. Representative Kathy Castor and the
City of St. Petersburg City
Council as one of the 2014
First Ladies in AfricanAmerican History. Cox
was also a finalist for the St.
Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce Woman of the
Year Award and Human
Rights Hero Award in
2006.
In her spare time, Cox
serves as a mentor to atrisk youth and young professional women. Her
current advocacy efforts
are focused on the educational achievement gap, juvenile justice reform and
the pipeline to prison.
Trenia Cox received
the President’s Award.
Carl Lavender, Jr.
Carl Lavender, Jr. is a
retired executive with 40
years’ experience in the
non-profit industry (public
and private sector). He is
an expert in non-profit
management.
He was awarded a full
academic scholarship from
DECA and received his undergraduate degree from
Ohio
State
University/Columbus and
his master’s degree from
Springfield
College/
Tampa, graduating Cum
Laude.
Lavender served the
majority of his professional
career with Boys & Girls
Clubs of America advancing professionally from
youth leader to executive
director. A highly re-

spected community leader,
he has served on numerous local, state, national
and international community planning and advisory
councils, task forces and
boards of directors, including United Way Executive
Council, Greater Chicago
Arts Forum, National Advisory Councils, Allegany
Franciscan Ministries, International Board for the
Revere School in Ghana,
among many others.
His noted accomplishments include the largest
philanthropic gift to date
from sports icon Michael
Jordan to create the James
Jordan Boys & Girls Club
& Family Life Center in
Chicago and the Royal
Theater Urban Youth and
Arts Center here in St. Pete
(funded in part by actress
Angela Bassett-Vance).
Lavender’s
career
move brought him to St.
Petersburg in 2000 from
Chicago. In St. Pete, he has
served as co-founder of
PACT (People Advocating
Change Together), the
Agenda 2010 steering committee, Dream Team community mentors, The 2020
Plan and many more.
As CEO for the Boys &
Girls Clubs in Pinellas
County, he secured first
time major gifts from the
Hough Family Foundation,
and the largest gift ever
given by the Sweetbay
Community Foundation.

Carl Lavender, Jr.
Lavender has been recognized and honored by United
Way, Public, Private and Family Foundations, civic organizations and philanthropists for
his work with youth. He is
also a popular keynote
speaker, television and radio
guest, having appeared on
numerous talk shows and
community panels.
Currently, he is a senior
consultant for Capacity
Building Strategy with
Pinellas County Schools
Pinellas Technical College,
Mt. Zion Human Services,
the Pinellas Education
Foundation, Habitat for Humanity Pinellas Advisory
Council, the Ford Foundation National Next Generation Learning Project and
The Allegany Franciscan
Ministries
Foundation
Florida statewide Common
Good Initiative.
He also serves on the
board for the Heart
Gallery, the Florida Healthcare Foundation and the
Allegany Franciscan Ministries Foundation.
Carl Lavender received
the Gwen Reese Lifetime
Achievement Award.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
Faith Church will be worshipping with the
churches of the West Coast Baptist Association
during the sabbatical of Pastor Pritchett.
Dr. John Evans Sr. is our Moderator
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850
@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the patterned growth of human excellence and good character
through building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.......................................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study)...................................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ..............12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

3762 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg • 727-327-8483

Your church
ad could
be here
Call: 727-896-2922

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
church of christ
bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday bible class (all ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday evening Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

City of Refuge Christian Church
“Come Experience the Breath of God That Giveth Life”
Dr. John A. Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEnCEs
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

13272 66th Street North, Largo, FL
813-573-5044 • www.cityofrefugefl.org
Pastor Dr. Jerome D. Jordan
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday night Let's Go Deeper Bible Study at 7:00 p.m
INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION SHOW'S ON 2 DIFFERENT NETWORK
Real Talk with Kisha Jordan Monday nights at 10:30 p.m.
on Cable, Roku, all smart phones & on www.preachthewordnetwork.com
Saturday nights at 8:00 p.m Cable, Roku all smart phones & on www.thenownetwork.org
For more info please go to www.kishajordanenterprises.org

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.

Events for April
Apr 26-28 - Convening of
Congress No. 2 with host
church New Mt. Sinai M.B.
Church (Rev. Bobby McDonald, Pastor)
Apr 30 - Mission Emphasis Sunday and Operation
Love
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and

Pastor’s Corner
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Organizational Fitness
“Let all things be done decently and in
order (I Corinthians 14:40).”
Living a holistically healthy lifestyle requires spiritual, mental, emotional, physical,
financial and social fitness. With the demands
of keeping up with everyday life, we can
begin to feel overwhelmed. The laundry piles
up, the dishes are stacked in the sink, our
mail accumulates, unopened, and the house
needs a thorough cleaning. When our lives
lack balance, one of the first things to go is
our ability to be organized and structured.
Time management is a leading factor in
our ability to be organized. Being fit requires
time for preparation, precision, practice, and
prioritizing. Each of these 4 P’s relies on a fair
share of being organized. Strategies such as
keeping a schedule or calendar (manually or
electronically), preparing our wardrobe for
the week, planning and preparing meals for
the week, having a set day for grocery shopping, buying gas for the car or even running

to the dry cleaners, all build our stamina for
being organizationally fit.
Additionally, we have to take inventory to
best determine what things are actually
within our means to do alone, what roles and
responsibilities can be delegated to other
family members or team mates or to decide
to find outside support to get organized. If we
can afford the additional expense, we may
find it beneficial to hire a landscaper, housekeeper or repair person. Count up the cost
and look at various options.
Often, we are not able to focus on our destiny or even our immediate family or friends
due to the crowding in our lives. In order to
establish and maintain structure and organization in our lives, we must be willing to let
go of things that we don’t have space for in
our lives. We must be willing to release and
get rid of clutter. What area in your life requires the most organization so that you can
focus on what matters?

Bethel MBC
Encouraging the Encourager Workshop
The entire community is
invited to learn how and why
it is vital to support the men
of God. Come and identify
purposeful ways to support
your Pastors and their ministerial staff.
When: Sat., April 29, 2-4
p.m.
Location: Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Registration: $5
Facilitator:
Terricka
Bradwell, member of Second

Shiloh Baptist; Sanford,
Florida; President of the
West Coast Baptist Association Women’s Dept.
Be a part of God’s core
value to show your love.
Women of Grace Ministry
The Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet
Theme: “Encouraging
our Youth with Hope and a
Future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
Sat., May 27, at 6 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.

The Patronage of this annual event assists with providing scholarships to our
graduates.
Tickets are Available
Adult: $25
Teen: $15 (13-17)
Child: $10 (9-12)
The Scholarship Ministry
Catered By: Heavy’s
Food Service
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist
Church,
345526th Ave. S, St. Petersburg,
FL. 33711 (727) 327-0554

Friendship MBC
April at the Ship
TAKE ME TO THE KING
Join US at “The Ship” at
the 10:45 am Worship Service,
a Real place to be for these
Real times.
April 27-28, FMBC Pictorial Directory makeup dates
are: Thursday-Friday and Saturday, April 29 starting at
Noon until 7:45 pm. This will
be your last opportunity to be
a part of this Church Directory, and once making your appointment, be mindful and
please do everything needed
to keep your appointment.
Sat., April 29 at 3:30 pm –
The Women's Ministry Annual
Tea will be held in the Upper
Room. Looking forward to another great Event, you just
don't want to miss. Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry Leader.
Sun., April 30 – Fifth Sunday Schedule – Church School
will begin at 8 am, and Worship
Service will begin at 8:45 am.
Please mark your calendar to
this schedule.
Mon., May 1 at 7 pm –
89th Church Anniversary
Committee to Meet, please be
present and on time, matters of

great important are on the
table. Sis. Darlene Sumbry,
Chair.
Thurs., May 4 at Noon –
NATIONAL
DAY
OF
PRAYER – All members and
the Community are invited to
attend this event of Prayer. Sis.
Cynthia Pierce, Women's Ministry Leader.
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
Sun., April 30 at the 10:15
am Mid Morning Worship
Service, Sis. Terricka Bradwell, Women's President of
West Coast, will be the Guest
Speaker for Mission Sunday at
the Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, 3455
26th Ave. S, St. Petersburg, FL
33711.
CONGRESS – HOST
HOTEL
INFORMATION:
Reservation cut-off date is,
Mon., June 27 – Staybridge
Suites-St. Petersburg, Downtown, 940 5th Ave. S, St. Petersburg, 33705. We have
secured 20 studio suites at
$119 per night, July 17-21. You
may also call (855) 914-1821,
use Booking Code WCB
(West Coast Baptist Associa-

tion).
Minister Sharon
Saulsby, Dean of the Congress. The Host Church:
Friendship Missionary Missionary Baptist Church, Dr.
John
A.
Evans,
Sr.,
Pastor/Moderator, 3300 31st
St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712 Church Office: 727-906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our Facebook page Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon. –
Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”
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